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8 African Artists to Know at The Armory Show

By Beckeit Mufson — Mar 3 2006

Edday Kamuange lungs, Tifre Lost, 2015, acrylic and ol on canvas, SMx200am. fmage cowtasy Octobar Gallary,
London. Phota: the artier

Thiz week, the chrous of frenzied ar world posturing known as The Armmony Show attracis hundreds of artests, galleries,
end collectors from all ovar the world, like sherks swooping in on the emell of fresh blood. Testaring on the westermmost
edge of Menhetien, hundreds of booths and thousands of paintimgs, sculpbures, photographs, and expanences fill up the
massive werehouse space of Flara 32 end 94. Within the cacophonous labyninth of ar cbeects wying for human attention,
howeaver, there ere anaugh genuinely interesting artlacts to justify & viait, pariculsy within The Armory Show's

Focuz: African Perspectives - Spotfighting Arbistc Practices of Globa! Contemporariss.

This focus tekes form &5 & ring of gelleries on the border of the two peers, and featurss work ranging from plastic bag
tapastriea and line drawings that evoke Picasso, to men and womean infected with circult boarde and Alrofuturist masks
reclaimed from gerbege. These chellenging artworks season our Amstican mikmg-oot with the genuine stones of
Zirmbebwe, South Africa, Sudan, and Angole. They elict empathy, make familiar the unsnown, yat remain rafreshingly
unpretantious. Thesa are artists with real problems, end the way they deal with them is theough creativity and ari. Even
outside the dediceted Africen focus area, African erbworks stand out from the rest, such as Many Sibands's sumeal,

sculptural photographs and Wim Bothe's busts sculpted from lacerated books.



Hare ere sight of the mast alluring, chellenging, fascinating, and straight up good African artists you've got to check out

et The 2016 Armory Show.

Cyrus Kabiru
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L o RiCyrus Kabirw, Throwback, 2045 Medivm Pigment inf on HP Premium Satin Phatographic Paper, mage: SMAC
Gatery, South Africa;

wa Kabirg, Trume, 2005, Medivm Pigment ink on HP Premivm Satin Photographic Paper, image: SMALC Gallary,
South Afnica
Known &5 &n advocate of Afroluturism, Keryan ertist Cyrus Kabiru offers stunning photography of emesell in 8 saries of
improvisad masks mede from gerbege and spare matel, which he calls "C-Stunners” (the C is for Cyrus). Part
perfarmeanca, part feshion, part fine art, the photo series is called Mja Ya Maisha, which i3 Swahili for "Ways of Lide ™ Hiz

r

booth was handing out bellbons that read “Your Mom,” but Armory Show officials made them stop.
Look for Cyrus Kebiru at the Emec Gellery booth in Pier 84,

MNamsa Leuba

{L fo A) Namsa Leubs, Rashesd NGL, 20 2015, Photos courtesy Echo Art




Wiarking with local fashion designers of her home base in Lagos, Migena, Swiss-Guinean artist Namsa Leuba presents
photography elecirified with vivid colors end eye-catching outfits im her mew series MGL, debwting 21 The Armory Show.
Composad with auteur level attantion to detell, she explores tha symbalizen and ribeats of her cultural heritaga, bath
Europeen and African. The result is a fusion of styles end ideas that would look at home on 2 net artist's Tumisdr, nfused
with a panecha that iz clearly African.

Look for Namsa Leubs at the Echo Art Gallary baath in Pier 94.

Dan Halter
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Dan Haltar, V' for Vandetta, African masks, dimensions vanzbis, 2014, image courtesy Tiwanal Galery

Oine of meny Zimbebweaan immigrants living in South Afrce, Dan Halter's work at The Ammory Show s centered ancumd
the concept of migration. With tepestries end a massive sculpture stiched together rom large plastic bags used 1o cammy
valuables across the Zimbabwe-South Africe border, Haler makes & statement about neture of migration. A masswve
mag of the world is revealad o be an infographic—couniries whose populstions are on the move ane cut from weatherad
plestic begs. while their destinations are shiny end new. An sssemblage of Guy Fawkes maska craftad in the styles o
different Africen fribes perodies both trandiness of cultural arifacts in the markats of Capea Town and the empty
promizes of the Occupy movemant, whose most recognizable symbol hes been reducad 1o simgpde product and profit.

Halker has exhibited work all over the world, including at the Sowth African Mational Gallery and the Smithsonian
Mationel Mussum of African Art, and hes completad residencies in Zurich, Rio de Jansiro, Scotiend, ard Turin. Find hes
wiork at The Armory Show in the What If The ‘World Sallery booth in Pier 94,

Wim Botha

Wim Botha, Buars, 2016, Phofo by the author
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